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eadteacherõs News 
We have reached the end of yet another term and can look back on a busy 
period for the school when pupils have been involved in a variety of experi-
ences and activities beyond the classroom, many of which are recorded in 
this edition of òLeith Linksó. 
 
In the last week or so alone, we have witnessed a number of exciting and 
interesting opportunities which pupils have enjoyed and from which they 
have benefited.  Following a visit to the Royal Lyceum Theatre at the begin-
ning of the month when over 100 S2 pupils attended a production of Charles 
Dickensõ òA Christmas Caroló, the entire year group were involved in three 
days of workshops based around the themes of the story, organised and run 
by our staff to whom Iõm very grateful for their effort and commitment.  
This was a very successful enterprise and was commented on positively by 
the Head of Creative Learning at the Lyceum when she visited the various 
groups during their final presentations.  The annual Christmas concert on 11 
December gave our pupils another occasion on which to display their talents 
and entertain the audience in a suitably festive spirit.  Thanks to all those 
who contributed to this thoroughly entertaining event.  Members of the 
choir have been performing more widely and you may have come across them 
in Ocean Terminal.  S1 pupils took part in an organised litter pick -up on 13 
December, inspired by the Pupil Council who covered this contentious issue 
in a recent cycle of assemblies.  A lot of good work was done in and around 
the school grounds, including on the public walkway and in part of Leith Links 
around the play park, underlining our commitment to the wider community 
and eliciting favourable comments from passers -by. 
 
We are working on our Diversity celebrations for February (more detail in-
side).  In connection with our ever expanding diverse population (for exam-
ple, 23.8% for our pupil population has their main language as a language oth-
er than English), we can benefit from foreign -language textbooks.  Some 
parents have already gifted some to Science which are proving useful in 
helping convey key vocabulary and explain concepts.  If you happen to be in 
foreign climes visiting family or on holiday in the year ahead, you might want to consider making such a donation to 
the school.  They would be most welcome.  
 
There continue, as ever, to be staffing movements.  Ms Laura Lindsay has joined the Pupil Support team as acting 
House Head for Barton, following Mr Cookõs move to Tynecastle; Ms Lorna Dewar has been appointed PT PE in place 
of Mr Pye but, as she is currently on maternity leave, the post will be covered in the interim by Mr Ali Mackay; Mr 
Iain Gray has recently been appointed to a temporary post in PE; Ms Estelle Richards has returned to Art & Design 
following her maternity leave.  Staffing in Modern Languages has been particularly problematic with no applicants to 
the most recent national advertisement.  Ms Eneida Garcia will be continuing on a part -time basis next term and, at 
the time of writing, we are looking at a variety of creative ways of addressing the matter.  I am immensely grateful 
to PT, Mrs Eliane Whitelaw, for her work in leading the department at this particularly challenging time and for co -
ordinating available supply cover as well as existing colleagues in school with relevant skills and aptitudes who have 
stepped into the breach.  Miss Kathryn MacKinnon has been appointed as acting Curriculum Leader for English, Mod-
ern Languages and RMPS at Castlebrae High School for the duration of next term.  Continued on page 4  
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 Important Dates for Your Diary!  

January  
 
06  In -Service Day  

07  Pupils resume 

08  <Monday Timetable> 

22  S1 Burnsõ Ceilidh 

27  Adult classes start  

29  Diphtheria, Tetanus & Polio vaccinations (+ Meningitis C)  

  S3/S4 Parentsõ Information Evening (7.00pm) 

 

February  
 
03-11  S4/5/6 prelims  

5  Parent Council (7.00pm)   

10  S1 Monitoring & Tracking reports issued   

13  Diversity Show  

14  S3 Inter -House Sports  

17-21  HALF-TERM HOLIDAY  

24  S2/S3 Parentsõ Information Evening (7.00pm) 

26  S3 Parentsõ Consultation (4.30-6.30pm) 

27( -7 Mar)  S3/S4 coursing  

 

March  
 
01-08   Ski Trip to Alpe dõHuez   

03 (w/b)  S2 full reports issued  

10  S2 Parentsõ Consultation (4.30-6.30pm) 

10 (w/b)  S4-S6 post -prelim Monitoring & Tracking report issued  

11-21  S2/S3 coursing  

13  HPV vaccinations (3)  

14  Maths Challenge Competition  

17  S4/S5/S6  Parentsõ Information Evening (7.00pm) 

24( -4 Apr)  S4/S5/S6 coursing  

28  Adult classes end  

Tbc   ôSpring Flingõ 

Tbc   Staff vs S4 -S6 pupils hockey match  

 

April  
 
4  S2 Inter -House Sports  

  TERM ENDS 

07-11  Easter Revision Programme  

07-18  Easter Sports/Arts & Crafts Camps  

22  TERM STARTS  

Mountain Bike Track  
Over the past eighteen months over two 
hundred volunteers from Lloyds Banking 
Group have spent time away from their 
desks to come in to Leith Academy to 
build a mountain bike track around the 
playing field. The track is a fantastic re-
source for the school to have and one 
which pupils use in both PE lessons and for 
extra -curricular activities. The great work 
and generosity from Lloyds hasnõt stopped 
there though as they recently donated 
five bikes to the school after a fund rais-
ing event across their Edinburgh offices. 
Graham Fergus and Lee McCrohan from 
Lloyds presented the bikes to Headteach-
er Jack Simpson and Sports Ambassadors 
Khima Gautam and Sarah Shaw.   

 

Strangetown Stage Management Volunteering  
For 6 weeks a group of 8 pupils at our school went to the òOut of the Blueó Drill Hall on Fridays 2pm-4pm to help 
Strangetownõs Stage Manager Cat to make props for the 5 different youth theatre productions that were on from 
the 5 th  to 8 th  December. We did things like paint 2 huge dragon heads, altered dresses and sewed up holes in jack-
ets and measured the performers for their costumes. We were also asked us if we could help with the shows. 
Through our involvement we gained 22 hours of volunteering experience which we can log as part of our Saltire 
Awards. The whole experience was fun and I would definitely do it again.  
Morven Mackay S2  

PE Twitter  
 
To keep up to date with all the latest 
news from the PE department as well 
as extra -curricular activities, training, 
fixtures and the sporting success and 
achievements of our pupils/teams fol-
low us on twitter @leithpe  
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BHF Scotland -  Heartstart  
 

Leith Academy is now affiliated with the British 
Heart Foundation and members of the PE depart-
ment are qualified to deliver the Heartstart course. 
Over the past few weeks S6 pupils have been de-
veloping essential lifesaving skills as part of the 
SQA Leadership course. The group were lucky 
enough to be paid a visit by MSP Michael Matheson 
the Minister for Public Health. He spent time asking 
the pupils questions and watching them demon-
strate CPR, the recovery position and how to deal 
with a choking casualty. The pupils excelled and 
were a real credit to the school.  
 - Ali Mackay 

On 25 th  November I joined the other Anne Frank Ambassadors from Leith Academy and Mrs 
Wilson for a very special occasion at St. Thomas of Aquinõs High School.  Ambassadors from 
all over the city gathered to see a very important woman, Eva Schloss. She was the step - 
daughter of Otto Frank and a survivor of the Holocaust. It was fascinating to see and hear 
someone who had lived through the horrors of Auschwitz and also to see someone who had 
met Anne Frank. It was unbelievable! Eva spoke to us before our family arrived and asked us 
what our thoughts were on the Ambassador Programme and the Anne Frank Exhibition which 
we had previously guided. When the audience was seated the six Leith Academy pupils all gave 
short talks on their experiences of being Ambassadors, and then Eva told us about her life 
and her experiences. It was all very moving to hear it first -hand. The Holocaust undoubtedly 
changed Evaõs state of mind, confidence and personality and it took a long time for her to re-
gain her self -confidence and to be able to talk about her experiences.  I am so privileged to 
have met a survivor of the Holocaust, not to mention Otto Frankõs step-daughter. Eva has giv-
en me and all the other people who attended more knowledge on the Holocaust and even more 
of an insight into how it affected the victims.  
 

Eilidh Cargill   S3  

Japanese Rugby Visit  
 
Pupils of all ages from Leith Academy and the sur-
rounding primary and secondary schools were treat-
ed to a rugby master class at Leith Academy in No-
vember from the Japanese national rugby team be-
fore they played Scotland in the Autumn Tests. Pu-
pils took part in a range of mini sessions throughout 
the afternoon and then had the opportunity to  ask 
the players questions and get autographs during a 
question and answer session. 
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Business Trip to State Street Bank  
 

On the 29  October my S4 Business Management class visited State 
Street Bank, where creating paper aeroplanes wasnõt disallowed but 

was actually part of the challenge. We 
were spilt into groups and entered the 
aircraft industry in which we had to 
create and sell paper aeroplanes but 
just as in the real world of business it 
wasnõt as simple as that. We had to pay 
the members of our group their wages, 
take out loans from the bank, change 

our designs and deal with the rising prices of paper. We worked as a 
team and took on certain roles within our groups which increased our 
understanding of the roles and challenges within a real business. After 
this challenge each team flew planes across the room to see who got 
the furthest and to my dismay, and every-
one elseõs entertainment, my plane under-
took the path of a full circle and landed at 
my feet!  Half way through our day we 
were presented with a buffet lunch where 
we took much delight in filling our plates 
with pizza, chicken and cakes. In the sec-
ond half of the visit we interviewed the 
volunteers from State Street and our 
teachers for a position at an electrical 
company. These interviews gave us the op-
portunity to create and ask questions in a 
real interview situation and decide who we 
would employ. This allowed us to become familiar with the interview 
process. The volunteers were very friendly, welcoming and made the 
trip enjoyable, fun and interesting. I had a great day and would hope 
that other Business Management classes continue to get the opportuni-
ty to take part in a great experience.  
Katie Farmer S4  

 eads News Continued  
 

The last day of term will be 
marked, as always, with pupils 
walking from the school to 
South Leith Parish Church 
where the Pupil Council, to-
gether with our Chaplain, Rev 
Iain May, will lead the Christ-
mas service.  I hope that as 
many pupils will feel able to 
support their fellow pupils and 
help celebrate the end of term 
in an appropriate way as a 
school community in the tradi-
tional surroundings of the in-
stitution from which the 
school was founded.  Pupils will 
be dismissed from church at 
approximately 12 noon.  
 
School will re -open for pupils 
on Tuesday, 7 January at the 
usual time.  (Monday, 6 Janu-
ary is an in -service day for 
staff.)  Parents should note 
that, next term, S1 pupils will 
be allowed to leave school 
premises at lunchtimes.  
 
I would want finally, on behalf 
of the school community, to 
wish you and your family a 
Merry Christmas and our best 
wishes for 2014.  
 
 

 

 

Stemming from work experienceé 
Earlier this year Vivien Shek (S6) was lucky enough to undertake her work experience at the Cen-
tre for Regenerative Medicine (CRM) in Edinburgh.  This was a hugely positive 
experience, as Vivien explains, ôThis experience has broadened my horizons 
about what I want to do in the future.  I did a range of activities and worked 
with Science Communicators, PhD students and post -docs.  The best part was 
watching a transgenics technician inject DNA into a mouse cell.  õ 
 Vivien also contributed to the educational comic 'Hope Beyond Hype: Scot-
tish Stem Cell Storiesõ ', and as result has her name in print!    Dr Cathy 
Southworth from CRM said ' It was great to have real pupil read the comic to 
check it made sense.  We hope that this resource will fascinate and raise 
awareness of the stem cell science happening in Scotland and beyond.'  
If you are interested in reading the comic, follow this link:  
http://issuu.com/eurostemcell/docs/scottish_stem_cell_stories_print_d2/3?e=5107929/4174852  



December 13 ñ Page 5 

Leith Take Over The Botanics  
Thursday 28 th  November was no ordinary day at 
the Botanic Gardens as it was ôtaken overõ by a 
group of our S4 pupils as part of the first Kids 
Take Over Museums Day in Scotland.  Pupils 
worked alongside staff and volunteers in a variety 
of jobs, including gardening, working in the cafes, 
acting as mystery visitors, designing a new product 
for the shop and taking professional photographs 
of the whole day.  Going round to see how they 
were all getting on I was immensely proud of their 
attitude and work ethic.  Many pupils were working 
outside their natural comfort zone, but relished 
the opportunity to have a go at a 'real job'.  
Gillian Davis - Science Dept.  
 

 
Here are a selection of what pupils thought  
about the day:  
 

 


